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search of employment to the growing factory towns? Why did
they not follow their lost industrial employments northwards,
and secure the factory wages which, low as they were, were at
least a good deal higher than the starvation relief accorded
under the Speenharnland system?  The answer is that for the
most part such migration was utterly beyond their power.
Before the coming of the railways the distance over which
unskilled labour could move was very short.   A skilled artisan,
with money in his pocket and perhaps a chain of trade clubs
with which he could make contact, could move easily enough
over a wide area. An unskilled worker without resources who
attempted to follow his example was likely, before he had
proceeded far, to be arrested as a rogue and a vagabond, and
deported from the parish into which he had come back to his
parish of origin, for fear he should become a charge upon the
local rates. The Settlement Acts, which made every " pauper "
chargeable upon, and removable to, his parish of" settlement/'
confronted the unskilled worker who had the will to migrate
in search of work with insuperable obstacles to movement over
long distances; and the growing factory areas were a terribly
long journey away from the "over-populated" rural counties
of Southern England.  It was far easier for an Irish labourer to
cross the seas and find employment in Lancashire or Yorkshire,
than for a "redundant35 worker from Sussex or Wiltshire or
Somerset to make the land journey under the jealous watch of
a host of parish authorities who stood in fear of becoming
responsible for his maintenance if he established a settlement in
their area.   For if a worker could succeed in remaining in
a parish for a year he lost his original settlement and became
chargeable to that parish.   Cottages were often pulled down
in those days in order to make it harder for newcomers to
effect a settlement.
Thus, it was usually impossible for the "surplus labour'1 of
the South to find employment in the factories of the North.
This fact can be verified by reference to the Census returns
from the beginning of the nineteenth century; for the Census
records the birthplaces as well as the actual residences of the
people. From the successive decennial Censuses we find that
few of the workers employed in the developing factories of